	CRESTON VALLEY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

MINUTES

March 6th, 2023


	A Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association meeting was held on the 6th day of March, 2023 in the Council Chambers, Town of Creston, 238 – 10th Avenue North, Creston, BC at 7:00 p.m.



	PRESENT:
	Andreas Kamp, President

Bev Caldwell, Secretary/Treasurer

Allan Clement
Larry Finley
Melanie Griffith

Jennifer Huscroft
Donna Cassel
Donna Clark

Chisa Jarvis

Ingrid Voigt

Owen Brown, Student Liaison

Councillor Denise Dumas, Council Representative

GUESTS:

Fred Crane, Director, CV Cruisers in charge of Drag Race Event 
Paul Cridland, Vice-President, CV Cruisers

Jim Zelling, Events Co-ordinator, CV Cruisers  
James Gates, Kootenay Employment Services



	REGRETS:
	Sam Phypers

Sesame Phypers

Joanna Wilson
Darlene Wood

Marlene Nash

Dennis Materi



	CALL TO ORDER
	The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  President Andreas Kamp welcomed Fred Crane, Paul Cridland and Jim Zelling of the Creston Valley Cruisers, to the meeting.


	AGENDA
	Moved by Ingrid Voigt, seconded by Donna Clark
THAT the agenda for the Blossom Festival Association meeting of March 6th, 2023, be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED



	MINUTES
	Moved by Larry Finley, seconded by Chisa Jarvis
THAT minutes of the February 6th, 2023 Regular Creston Valley Blossom Festival meeting, be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED



	CV CRUISERS

 – DRAG RACES


	Fred Crane, Paul Cridland and Jim Zelling of the CV Cruisers advised that the Drag Races would be taking place at the Creston Valley Regional Airport on Sunday, May 21st, 2023, as it was a huge success in 2022 where there were 3,500 spectators and 70 racers (limited number).  CV Cruisers would like, if possible in the future, make this a two day event and incorporate a car show. This event takes an incredible amount of work and only has a core number of volunteers.

There will be at least 10 food vendors on site this year. Sponsorship has been great with interest being shown from all parts of the East and West Kootenays.  The Club is looking to the future to consider purchasing property which would accommodate the drag races, to secure its continuity in the Valley.  The Club is also considering hosting a soap box derby next year, if possible.
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	DRAG RACES CONT’D.
	For information or questions regarding events that the CV Cruisers will be involved in, we are to contact Jim Zelling, Events Co-ordinator.

Andreas Kamp thanked Fred, Paul and Jim for attending and extended the CV Blossom Festival Association’s appreciation for hosting the Drag Races during the Blossom Festival weekend.  They left the meeting at 7:30 pm.


	SECRETARY/TREAS-URER REPORT


	Moved by Donna Cassel, seconded by Donna Clark
THAT the financial report by the Secretary/Treasurer with respect to the current financial status of the Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association, be received.
CARRIED



	CORRESPONDENCE
	Two pieces of correspondence:
- Survey on 2022 Blossom Festival carried out by Kootenay Employment Services; and,
- C.V. Advance advising that the CV Blossom Festival has been awarded a ‘Readers’ Choice’ Award.



	KES EVENT ORGANIZERS MTG.
	Andreas Kamp reported on an Event Organizers Roundtable Meeting that was hosted by James Gates of Kootenay Employment Services, and held on February 23, 2023.
The meeting was very well attended by representatives of local non-profit organizations.  It involved sharing of information about their events, plans for 2023, what works well (successes) for them and what challenges they face in hosting their events.  A representative from Columbia Basin Trust was in attendance to provide information on grant funding opportunities, and information on advertising promotions available through the Creston Valley Tourism Society, were shared.  A further meeting will be planned in a few months.


	BUTTON
	Bev Caldwell will be ordering 800 buttons at a cost of 63 cents & GST each (shipping included), then the buttons will be available for sale to merchants, etc. in packages of 25 at $1.00 per button.  The buttons for 2020 and 2021 that were not sold will be given away and advertised through social media for anyone who wishes to have some for their collection of buttons.  Those left over following this year’s Blossom Festival will be disposed of.


	OPENING CEREMONIES
	Jennifer Huscroft advised that the deposit of $4,500 for Brent Butt performance has been paid and she is waiting for the promotional package to arrive so advertising can begin.  Tickets have been ordered.


	CHILDREN’S PARADE/PICNIC
	Melanie Griffith reported that she will continue to be in contact with the Little League Baseball committee regarding the organizing of the Children’s Picnic.  She is looking for suitable entertainment for the event.


	MIDWAY
	Bev Caldwell reported that Shooting Star Amusements has not committed to bring the midway here as yet for this year.  We will continue to try to contact them.


	BBQ
	Chisa Jarvis and Bev Caldwell will work together in organizing the BBQ. Waiting to hear back from the Legion if that facility is available instead of the Rec. Centre.  Demetre has said he is available, Chisa and Bev will look into this further and then connect with Demetre.
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	WEBSITE
	Andreas Kamp advised he is working on a base website ready for this Blossom Festival, so that posters, application forms, schedule of events, etc. can be posted.  A complete website will continue to be worked on with KES.  Andreas stated that Dennis Materi is a great resource and that he really appreciates his assistance and knowledge and hopes he will continue to be a valuable resource for us.
Moved by Melanie Griffith, seconded by Ingrid Voigt

THAT the Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association authorizes the expenditure of $336.00 for a one year subscription to Wix.com for domain hosting, security, etc. of the Blossom Festival website www.blossomfestival.ca.

CARRIED


	SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
	Bev Caldwell will be compiling a DRAFT Schedule of Events for the next meeting.  Andreas Kamp will work with Bev to develop a Schedule that is compatible with the new website/social media platforms.


	STREET FAIR
	Ingrid Voigt of the Creston Lions Club advised that the poster and application form for the Street Fair is ready for distribution. Ingrid stated that she has 2 vendors so far.  Ingrid will obtain the section of the Town bylaw that restricts the smoking of cannabis in public spaces so that she can provide that information to the vendors.



	EVENT PHOTOGRAPHER
	Jennifer Huscroft will be advertising through Facebook an ‘Expression of Interest’ for a photographer or qualified ‘volunteer’ to be our event photographer and report back at the next meeting.



	LKB SPONSORSHIP
	Andreas Kamp, on behalf of Sam Phypers who could not attend the meeting, advised that Sam as secured sponsorship from the Lower Kootenay Band in the amount of $2,000 for the Blossom Festival.  The Pow Wow will be proceeding this year from May 19 – 21.  An invitation will be forwarded to the Lower Kootenay Band to participate in the Blossom Festival parade.  Our sincere appreciation to the Lower Kootenay Band for its support.



	NEW BUSINESS:

COWBOW CHALLENGE
	Moved by Ingrid Voigt, seconded by Larry Finley

THAT $2,000 be awarded to Creston Flats Stables to assist with the hosting of the annual Cowboy Challenge during the 2023 Blossom Festival.

CARRIED



	EVENTS MAP

	Andreas Kamp and Melanie Griffith will look into preparing an events map for the website, etc., which include where public washrooms can be accessed.


	NEXT MEETING
	The next meeting of the CV Blossom Festival Committee will be held on Monday, April 3rd, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.



	ADJOURN
	Moved by Larry Finley
THAT the meeting adjourn at 8:35 p.m.                                          CARRIED

________________________________

Andreas Kamp, Chair


82nd CV BLOSSOM FESTIVAL
May 19 – 22, 2023
