	CRESTON VALLEY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

MINUTES

March 4th, 2024


	A Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association meeting was held on the 4th day of March, 2024 in the Council Chambers, Town of Creston, 238 – 10th Avenue North, Creston, BC at 7:00 p.m.



	PRESENT:
	Jennifer Huscroft, President

Brian Fladhamer, Vice-President
Bev Caldwell, Secretary/Treasurer
Allan Clement
Donna Cassel (via teleconference)

Chisa Jarvis

Loretta Fladhamer

Larry Finley
Rachel Mendgen

Clr. Denise Dumas


	REGRETS:
	Mel Griffith

Nicole Nixon

Donna Clark
Marcus Ritchie
Tyler Nixon
Zina Kwan

Garth Norris, Creston Lions Club
Darlene Wood

Andreas Kamp (Resource)
Dennis Materi (Resource)


	CALL TO ORDER
	The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. President Huscroft acknowledged that this meeting is being held on the unceded traditional territory of the Yaqan Nukiy within the Ktunaxa Nations.


	AGENDA
	Moved by Larry Finley, seconded by Donna Cassel
THAT the agenda for the Blossom Festival Association meeting of March 4th, 2024, be adopted as circulated.
CARRIED



	MINUTES
	Moved by Larry Finley, seconded by Rachel Mendgen
THAT the minutes of the February 5, 2024 Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association meeting be adopted as circulated.
      CARRIED



	TREASURER’S REPORT
	Moved by Larry Finley, seconded by Donna Cassel
THAT the financial report by the Treasurer with respect to the current financial status of the Creston Valley Blossom Festival Association, be received.
CARRIED



	ALL AROUND HORSE COMPETITION
	A donation of $2,000 to Creston Flats Stables to assist with costs of hosting the All Around Horse Competition during the Blossom Festival weekend, will be discussed at the next meeting.
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	CORRESPONDENCE
	Correspondence was received with respect to the following:
-  Brenda Draper of the Kootenay River Auditorium Society, advising of an event that will be held at the Auditorium on May 19th, 2024 entitled “The Wagsworth – Creeston’s Small Dog Dog Show”. This will be added to our Schedule of Events.

-  Creston Valley Public Library, regarding a Special Free Film Screening at the Library on May 16th, entitled ‘The Pollinators’.  This will be added to our Schedule of Events.

-  Black Press Media, advising the CV Blossom Festival received Silver status in their Reader’s Choice Best of the Best survey (no action taken).

-  Brandy Dyer, suggesting for the Parade on May 18th, that a vehicle be entered into the parade for each decade of the Town of Creston’s Centennial, with the appropriate signage and perhaps persons dressed in period costume, be entered.  This suggestion was referred to the CV Cruisers for their membership consideration.



	RECRUITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS/ VOLUNTEERS


	Brian Fladhamer reported on the recruitment of volunteers at the Farmers’ Market on February 10th, advising that only two people left their names as volunteers. Jennifer Huscroft and Rachel Mendgen will man a table at the March 16th, 2024 Farmers’ Market, with hopefully more success. 


	PINS FOR THE 83rd FESTIVAL
	Bev Caldwell advised on behalf of Melanie Griffith that the pins have been ordered and paid for and will arrive early March.


	OPENING CEREMONIES ENTERTAINMENT
	Jennifer Huscroft and Clr. Denise Dumas reported that their ‘Production Team’ have almost completed the line up for the Opening Ceremonies, working within a $7,000 budget. The theme for the Opening Ceremonies entertainment is ‘100 Years of Music’.  Jennifer Huscroft will amend the booking of the Auditorium to include evening times on May 15th and 16th, for pre-show trials.
Moved by Chisa Jarvis, seconded by Brian Fladhamer

THAT the price for tickets to the 83rd Blossom Festival Opening Ceremonies, be set at $25.00 per ticket; AND FURTHER, THAT the budget for the 2024 Opening Ceremonies be set at $8,000 (as amended).


CARRIED


	SATURDAY NIGHT PERFORMANCE
	Loretta Fladhamer reported that White Lightning has been secured to open for BCDC at the Saturday night concert. A draft poster has been prepared and will be tweaked and ready for posting in early April. Brian Fladhamer will be the MC for the event. 6 – 8 people will need to be secured to assist with security (Clr. Dumas is looking into one possibility). Ticket price will be set at $60 per ticket ($64.85 for those purchased online, if the Auditorium Society is accepting the online purchases). Brian Fladhamer will look into the cost of purchasing a computer program (or App) and debit machines that will allow debit purchases, along with cash, for the beer garden.

	
	

	MIDWAY
	Bev Caldwell reported that the Town of Creston and the College of the Rockies have approved use of their properties for space for the midway setup.
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	PASSPORT EVENT
	Brian Fladhamer will have more information regarding the Passport ‘event’ at the next meeting.


	SCAVENGER HUNT
	Bev Caldwell reported that the Creston Valley Youth Network have agreed to take on the organizing and hosting of a Scavenger Hunt for Blossom Festival.  Details on date, time, place, etc. will be available soon.


	GEO CACHE
	Mel Griffith was not present to report out on the Geo Cache event.



	STREET FAIR
	Bev Caldwell reported on behalf of Garth Norris of the Creston Lions Club, that applications are now coming in for the Street Fair. Chisa Jarvis advised that she has uploaded the Street Fair application, etc. to the Market in the Kootenays facebook page.


	CHILDREN’S PARADE/PICNIC
	Mel Griffith was not present to report out of the Children’s Parade and Picnic.


	PARADE
	Bev Caldwell advised that the Parade application forms, etc. will be updated and sent to Rachel Mendgen for uploading to the website, etc. 



	SUNDAY FREE LUNCHEON/

MATINEE
	Chisa Jarvis and Bev Caldwell advised that the Legion Hall has been booked for the Sunday Free Luncheon, and that Bonnie Geddes from the Tivoli Theatre has agreed to host a matinee on the Sunday afternoon on May 19th, 2024 (the CV Blossom Festival Assn. compensates Bonnie for the free matinee). Chisa Jarvis will check with the local Army Cadets to determine interest in helping out with the setting up/serving/cleanup at the Luncheon.


	DRAFT SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
	The members reviewed a draft of the Schedule of Events. Some event organizers have not confirmed or provided required information as of yet, but the Schedule will be updated, with a deadline of April 15th, 2024 for changes to the printed Schedule. Rachel Mendgen will send out requests on the website and facebook pages, for any organization or business to advise ASAP if they plan an event on that weekend.



	MARKETING
	Rachel Mendgen is working on keeping the website and social media pages current with information on the 83rd Festival (thank you Rachel).  She will post a callout for volunteers, promote the midway and post a draft schedule of events (which will be subject to change).


	GOOGLE DRIVE
	Brian Fladhamer will set up a Google Drive and email the information to everyone.



	NEW BUSINESS

	No new business as Nicole threatened everyone due to the lateness of the evening!!!! 
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	NEXT MEETING
	The next meeting of the CV Blossom Festival Committee will be held on Monday, April 8th, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. (April 1st is Easter Monday).



	ADJOURN
	Moved by Larry Finley
THAT the meeting adjourn at 8:50 p.m. 





                                         CARRIED

________________________________

Jennifer Huscroft, Chair


